


• By the early 1800s, all 
white men could vote 
regardless of social 
class or religion
• This meant politicians 

had to start paying 
attention to the issues 
that affected the 
common man United States in 1824 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DejsNqt6jpI


• The Presidential 
Election of 1824 was 
the first time records 
of the popular vote 
were kept (before 
1824, only the 
outcome of the 
Electoral College 
was recorded)



• By 1824, the 
Federalist Party had 
collapsed so the 
only candidates 
who ran for 
President were from 
the Democratic-
Republican Party



• William Crawford, 
John Quincy 
Adams, Henry 
Clay, and Andrew 
Jackson all ran for 
President 





Election of 1824 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GBM6VXknNU


• Jackson won the popular vote
• However, none of the candidates won a 

majority of the Electoral College votes so the 
House of Representatives decided who 
would become President
• Henry Clay persuaded his supporters in the 

House to vote for Adams
• As a result, John Quincy Adams received the 

most votes in the House of Representatives 
and became President (John C. Calhoun was 
elected as his Vice President)



• Jackson called the House vote 
and Clay’s appointment a 
“corrupt bargain” because it 
defeated the real wishes of the 
American people 

• Once President, 
Adams appointed 
Henry Clay as his 
Secretary of State

Corrupt Bargain Rap 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfgGEMy4SI8


5 Times:
1824 (Andrew Jackson)
1876 (Samuel J. Tilden)
1888 (Grover Cleveland)
2000 (Al Gore)
2016 (Hillary Clinton)



• Adams accomplished 
very little during his 
Presidency from 
1825-1829 since 
Jackson’s supporters 
in Congress opposed 
Adams’ plans every 
chance they got

• Towards the end of his Presidency, 
Adams signed the Tariff of 1828 
into law John Quincy Adams 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytXIKCgcr8U


• A tariff is a tax on imported products
• The Tariff of 1828 protected 

Northern industry by placing a tax 
on foreign imports

• It was called the Tariff of 
Abominations by Southerners 
because of its devastating effect on 
the Southern economy



• In response to the 
tariff, John C. Calhoun 
and many Southerners 
argued that states had 
the right to nullify 
Federal laws and 
South Carolina 
threatened to secede 
if the tariff wasn’t 
repealed Tariff of Abominations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNgIUUD7i-A






• Both candidates used mudslinging 
campaigns (malicious or scandalous 
verbal attacks) against each other
• Jackson wanted the people to have more 

political power such as the power to 
directly elect Senators and Federal judges 
like Supreme Court justices
• Jackson also proposed eliminating the 

Electoral College and limiting the President 
to a single term (remember, there are no 
term limits yet) Coffin Handbill 

https://www.moaf.org/exhibits/checks_balances/andrew-jackson/coffin-handbill


• Jackson won the 
election thanks to 
many of the voters 
identifying with him 
as a ‘common man’

Election of 1828 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGk3iz5MpSs


• Jackson used the Spoils 
System to reward campaign 
workers and loyal 
Democrats with government 
jobs
• During his 8 years as 

President, he vetoed 12 bills, 
more than all the Presidents 
before him, combined

Spoils System Andrew Jackson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsHvJcGwRG4&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWQLZoIFwtA


• The Indian Removal Act of 1830 gave 
the President power to negotiate 
treaties exchanging Native-held land 
east of the Mississippi River for land 
west of the Mississippi River
• These treaties forced Native Americans 

from the 5 Civilized Tribes (Choctaw, 
Creek, Chickasaw, Seminole, 
Cherokee) to Indian Territory (modern 
day Oklahoma) located west of the 
Mississippi River Jackson and the Indian Removal Act 

Indian Removal Act 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3E4f_oekpzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQfP2Y2t45U


• The Creeks and Seminoles openly 
resisted the treaties and removal orders 
by going to war against the United 
States
• The Cherokee chose the courts as their 

battlefield
• As a result of the wars and court cases, 

the removal took several years



• The Choctaw lived in 
Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana  
• Between 1831-1833, they 

were forced to move to a 
reservation in the Indian 
Territory Choctaw Nation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6m-hix59SsM


• The Muscogee Creek lived in Georgia and 
Alabama
• In 1826, many of the Creek were forced to 

leave Georgia and settle on a reservation 
in Indian Territory 
• The remaining Creeks resisted removal 

during the 1836 Creek War 
• The Creeks lost the war and the remaining 

tribe members were forcibly relocated to 
a reservation in Indian Territory Creek Nation 

Creek Wars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGYKUp9p7WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXPoYpxU4Uo


• 1836, the U.S. 
government paid 
the Chickasaw 
$530,000 for their 
lands east of the 
Mississippi River 
and they joined 
the Choctaw on a 
reservation in 
Indian Territory

Chickasaw Nation 

https://www.chickasaw.tv/experience/video/the-sweep-of-chickasaw-history/list/experience


• The Seminoles lived in Florida
• The Seminoles renounced an 

agreement to move to a 
reservation with the Creeks and 
resisted removal 
• The 2nd Seminole War was fought 

between 1835-1842
• After the war, most Seminoles were 

forced to the Creek reservation in 
Indian Territory while a handful of 
Seminoles in the Everglades were 
granted sovereignty Seminole Nation 

Unconquered Seminoles 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvuV2EuhtFc
http://video.wgcu.org/video/2194141959/


• The Cherokee lived in North 
Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee
• The Cherokee went to court to 

challenge Georgia laws that 
stripped them of their rights



• In 1831, the Supreme Court refused 
to hear the case citing that Indian 
Nations were not sovereign nations, 
but were dependent nations within 
the U.S. Cherokee Nation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwnC0PHSspY


• In 1832, the Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of the Cherokee Nation stating that 
Georgia did not have the power to 
enforce state laws within Cherokee lands

• BUT the Supreme 
Court had 
no authority to 
enforce their ruling

Cherokee Nation Sues the United States 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3m_KKHzAAeY




• The 1835 Treaty of New Echota between 
the Cherokee and United States 
exchanged Cherokee territory in the 
southeast for land in the Indian Territory
• The PROBLEM: the Treaty of New Echota 

was signed by Cherokee that had no real   
authority to make decisions for the tribe
• So, the majority of the tribe refused to 

leave John Ross The Cherokee and the U.S.Treaty of New Echota 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLK-A2zi-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SosZ2ZRJymU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gr591xdT27E


• In 1838, President Van Buren 
authorized the use of military force 
against the remaining Cherokee
• Between 1838-1839, 17,000 

Cherokee were forced to travel 
from their homelands in Georgia 
and North Carolina to a reservation 
in Indian Territory
• Approximately, 4,000 Cherokee 

died on the journey Story of Us – Trail of Tears Clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dI0Eqd3mGd0


• Historically, the Trail of Tears 
referred to just the routes the 
Cherokee traveled, but now 
the term often  refers to the 
forced removal of all 5 of the 
Native American nations 
from the Southeastern United 
States to reservations west of 
the Mississippi River

Trail of Tears –
Removal of the 5 Tribes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIuCzdcHFLg


• Senator Daniel 
Webster of 
Massachusetts 
argued that the 
Federal 
government was 
supreme and 
that states could 
not set aside 
Federal laws

• Senator Robert 
Haynes of 
South Carolina 
argued that 
states have the 
right to declare 
Federal laws 
null and void



• Jackson 
sided with 
Webster…

…while his 
Vice 

President, 
John C. 

Calhoun, 
sided with 

Haynes



• In 1832, Congress passed another tariff, the 
Tariff of 1832
• Despite being lower than the Tariff of 1828, 

South Carolina still objected to the new tariff
• South Carolina 

held a nullification 
convention and 
declared the 
Tariffs of 1828 and 
1832 null and void

What is Nullification?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2OaETFR2jo


• As a result of South Carolina’s 
actions, Congress passed:

(1)The Force Bill which gave 
Jackson the authority to use 
Federal troops to collect the tariffs
(2)Henry Clay’s 1833 Compromise 
Tariff which further lowered the 
tariff rates Nullification Crisis 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMZrK6FnHYE


• The Nullification Crisis ended 
when South Carolina accepted 
the 1833 Compromise Tariff

• Then, in a mostly symbolic 
gesture, South Carolina 
nullified the Force Bill

How it Happens – Nullification Crisis 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0P3JOoEtDg


• The 2nd Bank of the United States was 
established in 1816 and was authorized 
to run until its charter ended in 1836

• Believing the bank was corrupt and 
unconstitutional, Jackson vetoed a 
bank re-charter bill

• Jackson’s controversial 
veto was popular among 
voters and helped him 
during his re-election 
campaign Jackson’s War with the Bank of the United States 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THRZ2AuLTQQ




Henry Clay again!  He never 
becomes president, but his 

influence in Congress  
continues in our next unit!

Election of 1832 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L07hXFZUAJk




• After Jackson was re-elected, he was 
determined to destroy the Bank of the United 
States

• Jackson ordered his Secretary of Treasury to 
stop putting U.S government money into the 
Bank of the United States and, 
instead, had the money 
placed in other banks

• In 1836, the Bank of the 
United States’ charter 
expired and was not 
renewed



• The Specie Circular was an Executive Order 
issued by Jackson

• It required that purchases of Federal land be 
made in gold or silver (specie) rather than 
paper bank notes

• It was intended to stop inflation, 
but instead it led to the Panic of 
1837 (remember a panic is 
an economic depression)

History v. Andrew Jackson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gx5IyumKmDI




Election of 1836 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVZBUgZgkWo


• The Panic of 
1837 hit soon 
after Van 
Buren 
became 
President

Panic of 1837

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_d05wPm86Y

